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MESSAGE FOR TODAY

Only I can change my life. No one can do it

for me.

– CAROL BURNETT

Climate change, Bangladesh and CAA

Cancer care
The abnormally high incidence of cancer in the Northeast

warrants matching cancer care facilities in the region, which

unfortunately remains far from adequate. This causes a huge

exodus of cancer patients from the region to outside the

State seeking better treatment. Mumbai alone accounts for

some 10,000 cancer patients from the Northeast every year.

This also subjects the patients and their families to addition-

al financial burden in terms of food and lodging while seek-

ing treatment outside. While the B Borooah Cancer Insti-

tute – the sole cancer specialty centre in the Northeast –

has been catering to the needs of the region’s patients for

decades and of late it has added a number of several state-

of-the-art facilities, the burgeoning number of cancer pa-

tients in the region calls for more standardized cancer treat-

ment and palliative care centres in the region. Another curi-

ous aspect concerning the patients’ preference of cancer

treatment as also for various other serious diseases outside

the region has a lot to do with their lack of faith in treatment

within the region. Given that one often comes across wrong

diagnosis even in the well-known hospitals of the State, this

is something for our medical fraternity to ponder over so

that they can come up with the remedial measures and

restore the confidence of patients in them.

With the Northeast for long remaining the country’s can-

cer capital – something having a lot to do with the higher

prevalence of tobacco, areca nut, and alcohol consumption

in the region – the prevention aspect also merits a lot of

focus from all the stakeholders. Out of 39,000 new cancer

cases in the Northeast annually, Assam alone accounts for

29,000. At BBCI, over 12,000 new and around 85,000 old

cancer patients are seen every year, thus testifying to the

gravity of the situation. Apart from health-related inter-

ventions – a sustained drive to boost mass awareness is

another urgent need. This is because despite the abnor-

mal prevalence of cancer, awareness on the dreaded dis-

ease continues to be shockingly low in the region. In fact,

this lack of awareness has been a perennial bane in effec-

tive treatment of the disease, leading to rising cancer mor-

tality rates. Poor awareness as well as misconceptions and

myths associated with cancer invariably complicate the

situation. Cancer is very much a death warrant for many

even today, whereas the fact stands that cancer is totally

curable with early detection and treatment. This is more

widespread in the case of women suffering from breast

and cervical cancers, as ignorance, misunderstanding and

a sense of shame effectively debar the afflicted from tak-

ing recourse to timely medical intervention. The prevail-

ing situation reflects poorly on the efforts of the govern-

ment and voluntary agencies in disseminating information

on cancer. The Government should launch a sustained

campaign on cancer awareness with special emphasis on

reaching out to those in interior areas.

Settling an issue
That society in ‘new India’ continues to be male domi-

nated in matters of religion is the darkest blot on the post-

independent societal scenario. Women of every faith con-

tinues to be discriminated against, no matter that Shaktism,

one of the principal strands of Hinduism, glorifies the fe-

male principle, or that the Koran speaks of the equality of

women and men in the eyes of God. Thus women are

barred from entering numerous religious institutions

around the country under one pretext or another. Although

things are changing across the nation with women’s rights

activists, aided by the Judiciary, achieving notable victo-

ries, such as at the Sani Shingnapur temple in Maharash-

tra, some institutions are refusing to change, like Kerala’s

Sabarimala temple where women between 10 and 50 years

of age are barred from entering. The Board running that

temple had last year argued before the Supreme Court of

India for retaining ‘an 800-year-old practice’, contending

that judicial scrutiny of religious practices would open up a

‘Pandora’s Box’, the inference being that there were nu-

merous religious institutions in the country which too would

have to change their age-old practices to become equita-

ble. The Board had then cited the example that all mosques,

except those of the Dawoodi Bohra Muslim sect, did not

allow women to enter, and also submitted a list of religious

places where admission was restrictive.

It is in the context of such disputes regarding discrimina-

tion against women that a nine-member Constitutional Bench

is currently sitting to frame issues for deliberation regard-

ing discrimination against women in various religions and

religious practices. Its mandate is broad-based, not merely

confined to Sabarimala, but also on barring entry of Muslim

women into mosques, female genital mutilation in the Da-

woodi Bohra Muslim community and barring of Parsi wom-

en, married to non-Parsi men, in the holy fire place at an

agiary. In November last year the apex court had set seven

questions of law to be decided upon by the larger Bench.

Those included the interplay between freedom of religion

under Article 25 and 26 of the Constitution, need to deline-

ate the expression ‘constitutional morality’, the extent to

which courts can enquire into particular religious practices,

whether ‘essential religious practices’ of a denomination or

section thereof are protected under Article 26, etc. It is to

be hoped that the observations and directives of the nine-

member Constitutional Bench will settle once and for all the

question as to whether ‘tradition and faith’ can override con-

stitutional provisions which confer equal right and status to

men and women. In modern times, beliefs which had kept

women suppressed in other spheres are dissolving and

forbidding them from entering any particular place of wor-

ship is a disgraceful aberration which, hopefully, the apex

court would correct, and directives to that end be imple-

mented by concerned governments.

angladesh is one of the

largest deltas in the

world with a land area

of 1,47,570 sq km,

though not even twice the size of

Assam, but has a population of nearly

17 crores in 2019. One-fourth of its

total population live in the coastal

areas and with the rise of sea level

up to only one meter, Bangladesh

will lose up to 15% of its land area

under the sea water and around 30

million people living in the coastal

areas of Bangladesh will become

refugees.

The number of these climate ref-

ugees in Bangladesh is expected to

rise dramatically in the coming dec-

ades. Around 2 crore people are

predicted to lose their homes by

2050 because of the effect of the cli-

mate change and they will have no

place to stay in Bangladesh. The

people of Bangladesh are already

feeling the consequences of the cli-

mate change in dramatic ways.

Bangladesh is prone to cyclones, but

on November 15, 2007 the mega

cyclone Sidr swept the Bangladeshi

coastline with wind of about 155

mile per hour and tidal waves as

high as 16 feet, affecting 30 lakh

people and destroying tens of thou-

sands of homes.

The recent example of Australia

in which the unprecedented bush

fire devoured an area of 1,86,000 sq

km, nearly two-and-a-half times the

size of Assam, where millions of

species perished, is a testimony of

the fury of the climate change. In

2019 Australia had the hottest and

driest year on record all over Aus-

tralia. These effects were predict-

ed by the scientists through climate

change models, as early as 2008.
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it is only logical and imperative

that Assam is kept out of CAA

and if it happens, then the illegal

post-1971 Hindu Bangladeshis

will have the incentive and drive

to relocate in other parts of our

vast country as refugees

citizens as per CAA, as they will

not otherwise have any status in

Assam. They will not be eligible

for state benefits, jobs, voting

rights, etc.

Letters
to the

EDITOR

Chaos during Section Assistant exam

Sir, – My exam centre for the

Section Assistant exam under the

State Irrigation Department was at

Assam Down Town University,

Panikhaiti, on February 1 last. The

first thing worth mentioning is that

the university charged Rs 20 per

bag/mobile. When a fellow

candidate asked whether the fee

was being charged by the depart-

ment concerned or the exam

centre, the invigilator tried to

ignore the question and asked the

candidate to question the exam

coordinator.

Secondly, when I went to collect

my bag, I saw hundreds of students

gathered to collect their belongings

and only two people giving away

the bags. There was so much chaos

and pushing and shoving all around.

After almost an hour of waiting for

the belongings and just a countable

number of persons getting their

bags, the students got agitated,

broke the barrier and started

Climate change is a reality now and

it is without a shadow of doubt that

Bangladesh will have huge number

of climate refugees, 2 crores or so

by 2050 as predicted by scientists.

The scientists predict that at least

2 crores people will be displaced by

the rising level of the sea and other

climate change effects by 2050, in

Bangladesh. Assam and the rest of

India will be the natural and only

destination of these homeless Bang-

ladeshis. Assam is always a favoured

destination of Bangladeshi

migrants. In the last sev-

en decades, since 1951,

one crore people from

Bangladesh have entered

Assam but in the next

three decades, the rate of

infiltration will be much

faster due to rapid climate

change. A large number

from this 2 crore climate

refugees will certainly

enter Assam and the

Northeast.

The Hindus of Bangla-

deshis know that they can

always manage to enter

Assam and to the rest of

India over the next decades

as persecuted minorities

and try to get Indian citi-

zenship as per the Citizen-

ship (Amendment) Act (CAA), as and

when the law is in place, even though

there is an arbitrary cut-off date now

of 2014 which can be deleted or ex-

tended by the government on hu-

manitarian or political grounds.

Over time, the Bangladeshi Hin-

dus will be pushed out by the Bang-

ladeshi Muslims to create room for

themselves and subsequently the

Muslim Bangladeshis will also move

out to Assam and India when the

living space will run out completely

in Bangladesh.

We are taking a very myopic view

now when we are quibbling about

how many Hindu Bangladeshis may

be given Indian citizenship in As-

sam through CAA, if implemented

– 3 to 15 lakhs being talked about –

but the final number, whatever it

may be, will pale into insignificance

by the huge number of climate ref-

ugees who will flood Assam in the

next three decades. Three decades

are only a dot in historic perspec-

tive of a nation or community.

The CAA is now before the Su-

preme Court where 144 petitions of

various individuals and organizations

including AASU has been filed and

the SC will only decide on the valid-

ity of the Act. The court may uphold

the Act as it is or with some modifi-

cation or may merely reject the Act

as unconstitutional. The people have

registered their protest against CAA

but the validity of the Act will be de-

cided by the Supreme Court on le-

gal, constitutional issues only.

Basically there are three possi-

bilities that Assam will face from the

CAA based on the judgment of the

Supreme Court:

If the Supreme Court rejects the

CAA on legal, constitutional

grounds, we will be back to where

we were before CAA was intro-

duced. Status quo will be maintained

and the Assam Accord 1985 will not

be violated. However, some of the

climate refugees out of 2 crores or

so will certainly enter As-

sam as illegal migrants,

but majority will possibly

prefer to enter West

Bengal and the rest of In-

dia to avoid the post-1971

Bangladeshi tag in Assam.

If the Supreme Court

upholds the CAA as valid

as the Act stands now, or

with some modifications

and Assam is part of it,

then the majority of the

1.5 crores or so Bangla-

deshi Hindus will enter

Assam and will seek In-

dian citizenship as perse-

cuted refugees within the

next three decades or so.

The climate refugees

of tomorrow will be the

poorest of the poor – they

will have no place to stay in Bangla-

desh and, nothing, no fence will stop

them from entering Assam and In-

dia as refugees.

But if the Supreme Court upholds

the CAA as valid as it is, or with

some modifications and keeps As-

sam out of its purview, it will be an

invisible all powerful barrier to keep

away the large stream of Hindu Bang-

ladeshis from the 2 crores or so cli-

mate refugees within 2050, who will

shun Assam and will enter West

Bengal and other parts of India and

apply to become Indian citizens as

per CAA. This is a saviour situation

for Assam for the coming decades

and the fabric of the indigenous iden-

tity of the State will be preserved.

While introducing the CAB, the

Central Government completely

ignored the status of Assam regard-

ing Bangladeshi infiltrators, that it

has already taken the burden of  the

1951-71 stream of infiltrators and

is currently groaning under the

weight 70 lakh or so post-1971

Bangladeshis. Yet the Government

did not take any special provision

to keep Assam out of the CAA.

In the above context, it is only log-

ical and imperative that Assam is kept

out of CAA and if it happens, then

the illegal post-1971 Hindu Bangla-

deshis will have the incentive and

drive to relocate in other parts of

our vast country as refugees citi-

zens as per CAA, as they will not

otherwise have any status in Assam.

They will not be eligible for state

benefits, jobs, voting rights, etc.

Also if Assam is out of the CAA, it

will ensure that the Assam Accord

will not be violated as it is Assam-

specific only.

In these contexts, it is necessary

to press for keeping Assam out of

the CAA as it has very legitimate

grounds for its exclusion. Other

States of the Northeast will not es-

cape the onslaught of the climate

refugees, if Assam is not kept out

of the CAA. These climate refugees

would not be stopped by ILP or by

any other means; they will spill

over from Assam to other North-

east States over the decades,

changing the fragile demographic

structure of the region.

India and future technology development
n this era of continuous techno-

logical upheavals, happening lit-

erally every single day, we non-

professionals hardly give any

attention to its fundamental scientif-

ic background. If we look back at the

past 500 years of human achievement,

we can observe that most of the sci-

entific accomplishments that oc-

curred in the field of fundamental

research later went on to the scale of

industrial applications, resulting in the

great industrial revolutions. Most

innovations of the 20th and 21st cen-

turies in the field of agriculture,

health, military industrial complex

and later space exploration, lay its

framework on fundamental research

and development (R&D) in science

and technology.

Once, while looking for chemi-

cal composition reference data on

some rare group of meteorites, as

part of research, this author was

surprised to find an old paper con-

taining the pertinent data with great

precision, published by someone

from Lockheed Martin. Why would

someone from Lockheed Martin be

interested in studying meteorites?

Lockheed Martin and their skunk

works have been utilizing material

research for cutting-edge aviation

technology development, and stud-

ies on meteorites open the doors

of opportunities for space mining

industries and other fundamental

research, in the future. See, that is
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vision! The kind of vision where

you see gold, even in a black liquid!

With the dream of double-digit econ-

omy that the citizens of India are

looking forward to in the next dec-

ades, India needs similar uprising

in the areas of fundamental R&D,

and thereby comes in this frame

the collage of multidimensional in-

novation in the form of collabora-

tion between universities and in-

dustries.

This author had applied for a re-

search in meteorite studies, in an

attractive novel project in Switzer-

land just because of the unavailabil-

ity of equivalent projects and the ad-

equate lab facilities in Indian insti-

tutes. Why was it so? Why despite

producing well trained IITians and

IIScians, we are not able to sustain

them? If you ask the NRIs, they will

tell you that they went abroad for

further studies or job, just because

they could not find one in India, which

serves their skills and talent. You

cannot expect all to be like Dr APJ

Abdul Kalam, after all! Why are we

not able to develop a simple instru-

ment to, say, analyse the basic chem-

ical constituents of a material? Some-

thing, for which research scholars

in India will be dependent on for-

eign labs through collaborations, and

end up sharing data, unconsciously

disregarding its long-term signifi-

cance. However, there is also no

dearth of such instruments in re-

search institutes across India, but

they are restricted to only few elite

institutes, and constrained to limit-

ed groups. These equipment are all

imported from the USA, Germany

and Japan, that require huge ex-

penditure, from procurement to

management. Therefore, given the

current investments in science,

making such expensive tools availa-

ble to every research institute is just

not economically viable. Also, one

personally believes such ‘spoon-

feeding’ removes the scientific tem-

perament of ‘how things actually

works’. Basic technology develop-

ment and its scientific application are

a symbiotic process. So, how can

this matter of developing basic tech-

nology be addressed? Let us look at

the possibilities.

Since the launch of Chandrayaan-

II, one has been observing the views

of people in India and around the

world. While some express happi-

ness on its successful launch, others

are expressing their pessimistic opin-

ion on the need for investments in

future space exploration, by a devel-

oping economy like India. If one looks

at the history of ISRO, one shall find

that most of its technology, although

in small scale, is indigenous. The im-

portant point to also note is ISRO

did that with minimum material re-

source, and maximum potential of

human resources available. Most of

ISRO scientists, including the chair-

person, have hardly obtained any de-

gree from a foreign institute. These

indigenous technologies developed

by ISRO have so far been used in

purposes of national interests, be it

weather forecast, agriculture, national

security or limited planetary science

research, but not directly in large

industrial scale applications. Only

recently, the commercial aspect of

satellite launching is considered. It is

a fact that ISRO labs are indigenous-

ly capable of designing and develop-

ing miniature sensors and instru-

ments on board their spacecraft for

the above-mentioned purposes,

which essentially is the same kind of

technology required to analyse the

chemical composition of a material

in a lab on earth. Therefore, the ques-

tion is: Can that same technology

developed by ISRO and its other

wings be used to build low-cost in-

struments, which can be distributed

to all relevant universities across the

country? This would greatly benefit

both the quality and quantity of sci-

entific research in India. Further re-

search using those instruments

would in turn improvise upgrading

those same technologies. R&D cen-

tres in the State and Central uni-

versities can be established, which

can collaborate with experts from

ISRO and others, to work on de-

veloping those technologies. If we

look at it from the commercial point

of view, some of the existing indig-

enous electrical and electronic

firms can lend their hand in supply-

ing the basic requirements and

even several new start-ups can be

encouraged to do the same. A shirt

manufacturing brand will not pro-

duce all A-Z materials necessary to

make a shirt. There will be many

smaller industries manufacturing

thread, buttons or dyes, which will

be associated with it. The same ap-

proach is necessary for basic tech-

nology development, technologies

that are crucial for indigenous ad-

vancement of science and technol-

ogy itself. This shall reduce the load

on buying limited technologies and

instead encourage the Government

to invest that same capital in sup-

porting platforms to build them.

Such industries when they reach a

profitable state can later also ex-

port such technologies to underde-

veloped countries, to help their sci-

entific atmosphere grow.

Another sector where R&D in In-

dia is lagging behind is that of reverse

engineering. Most of the technolog-

ical development in China, which we

see today, is because of investment

in reverse engineering they did per-

haps decades back. These same pro-

posed centres can also incorporate

reverse engineering of already avail-

able foreign technologies.

One often wonders if the IIT and

IISc graduates who migrate to for-

eign countries can contribute to-

wards industrial development

there, what prevents them to do

so in their own place of birth. Is it

the environment, poor infrastruc-

ture, available opportunities for

their future, or just the mindset?

I

collecting their own belongings. I

luckily found my bag, but I have a

serious doubt whether everyone

was so lucky. This raises a serious

doubt on the capability of the Assam

Down Town University to conduct

such competitive exams where

hundreds of aspirants appear in the

exams. Thirdly, when the syllabus

was mentioned in the website, it

was clearly mentioned that the

General Knowledge section will

have questions with special

emphasis on Assam, whereas in the

question paper, not a single question

was related to Assam. This kind of

misinformation causes lot of

problems to aspirants. Yours etc.,

TAPTI BORAH, Guwahati.

A logical hope
Sir, – The Union Budget of this

year has revealed the goodwill of

the Government to develop five

sites of archaeological importance in

the line of tourism, and Sivasagar

from Assam has been able to grab a

place in the list which is a big

moment of pride for us. Assam has

a lot of such potential sites, some

famous for the scenic beauty and

some others for their archaeological

significance or religious purposes

which have to be developed and

beautified. Since the Government is

now focusing more on an all-round

development of ‘Rural Tourism’,

Assam having a rich diversity, each

village holding a vibrant culture and

heritage of its own bears huge

possibility to become country’s

most important rural tourism

centres. This will not only create

an ample amount of jobs in the

rural areas, improving the stagnant

rural economy, but will also make

an exposure of rural culture to the

outer world. But for this, the State

Government should have to work

on it to make Assam a targeted

cultural tourism, adventure

tourism and eco tourism spot.

Yours etc., PRONAMI GOGOI,

University of Delhi.

Corruption
Sir, – Through your esteemed

daily, I would like to bring it to the

notice of the treasury officers of the

different treasury offices as well as

the authorities concerned of Assam

about the malpractices that are

going on in these offices. Last

November, a total of 60 candidates

were recruited to various posts

under the Department of Elemen-

tary Education (SCERT). We are

some of them. We have submitted

various documents that are

required to draw our first salary.

But it has come to notice that in

many districts, there have been

demands of money from the newly

employed ones in the treasury

offices to get the required work

done. In a time when our country is

talking of a complete corruption-

free system, I hope such actions are

dealt with strictly as soon as

possible. Yours etc., SOME

CONCERNED EMPLOYEES.

Betrayal of BJP
Sir, – It is now evident that

CAA 2019 has violated the

historic Assam Accord in letter

and spirit. The BJP in Assam

before the last Assembly election

promised in their election

manifesto that, if they form the

government in Assam, they would

implement the said Accord in

letter and spirit. They would

detect, delete and deport all the

post-1971 Bangladeshis from

Assam. The people believing in

their promises voted them to

power. Now the Chief Minister by

supporting CAA 2019 has acted

against the Assam Accord. Instead

of deporting such Bangladeshis

from Assam, he has now not only

supported them to stay in Assam

but also allowed fresh entry of the

Bangladeshis into Assam from

Bangladesh for any time to come.

Thus the BJP has betrayed the

people of Assam conspiring to put

an end to their identities forever

and to make Assam a second

Tripura within a short time. We

condemn such conspiracies. Will

the people of Assam make friends

with such betrayers? Yours etc.,

DHANESWER DAS, Survey,

Guwahati.
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